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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than pne, year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.G% 102(b) as being anticipated by Sulpizio (U.S. 
6,305,567). Sulpizio teaches a bin having a first wall 122, a second wall 1 18, a third wall 130 and a 
fourth wall 126. The flexible material is element 1 12, the stiffhess panel is 136 as shown in figure 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 1 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bauemfi-eund et al. (U.S. 2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261). Bauemfi-eund et al. teaches a 
collapsible bin having first and third wall 20 and second and fourth walls 18. Element 10 is the 
removable stiffhess panel. Bauemfi-eund et al. does not teach a flexible material attached over the bottom 
end of the box. Stone teaches that it is known to provide a collapsible bin with a flexible material 
attached over the bottom end of the box. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide the collapsible bin of Bauemfireund et al. with a flexible 
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material over the bottom end of the box, as taught by Stone, in order to strengthen the bottom and hold 
the stif&ess panel in place in a more secure manner. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. discloses the claimed invention 
except for the plurality of fold lines. Stone teaches that it is known to form a bin with a plurality of 
vertical fold lines (see figure 9). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made with a plurality of 
vertical fold lines, as taught by Stone, in order to allow alternative folding patters. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfi-eund et'al. (U.S. 
2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Thuma 
et al. (U.S. 6,588,620). The modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. discloses the claimed invention except 
for the wicker weave material. Thuma et al. teaches that it is known to form a bin from wicker weave 
material (see col. 1 lines 21-27). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made of wicker weave 
material, as taught by Thuma et al., in order to give the bin a decorative appearance. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfreund et al. (U.S. 
2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shea 
(U.S. 5,638,979). The modified bin of Bauemfireund et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the 
extmded polymer sheet material. Shea teaches that it is known to form a container from extruded 
polymer sheet material (see col. 3 lines 37-57). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made of 
extmded polymer sheet material, as taught by Shea, in order to give the bin the strength characteristic of 
such material. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfreund et al. (U.S. 
2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ziglar 
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(U.S. 5,964,533). The modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the 
handles. Ziglar teaches that it is known to form a bin with handles. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of 
Bauemfi'eund et al. with handles, as taught by Ziglar, in order to allow the user to grasp the bin more 
easily. 

8. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfi-eund et al. 
(U.S. 2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261) and Ziglar (U.S. 5,964,533). Bauemfi-eund et al. 
teaches a collapsible bin having first and third wall 20 and second and fourth walls 1 8. Element 10 is the 
removable stiffiiess panel. Bauemfi-eund et al. does not teach a flexible material attached over the bottom 
end of the box or the handles. Stone teaches that it is known to provide a collapsible bin with a flexible 
material attached over the bottom end of the box. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the collapsible bin of Bauemfreund et al. with a 
flexible material over the bottom end of the box, as taught by Stone, in order to strengthen the bottom and 
hold the stiffiiess panel in place in a more secure manner. 

Ziglar teaches that it is known to form a bin with handles. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of 
Bauemfreund et al. with handles, as taught by Ziglar, in order to allow the user to grasp the bin more 
easily. 

Regarding claim 14, the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. discloses the claimed invention 
except for the plurality of fold lines. Stone teaches that it is known to form a bin with a plurality of 
vertical fold hnes (see figure 9). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made with a plurality of 
vertical fold Hnes, as taught by Stone, in order to allow altemative folding patters. 
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9. Claims 15-21, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bauemfreund et al. (U.S. 2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261) and Sheng-Bin (U.S. 6,920,993). 
Bauemfreund et al. teaches a collapsible bin having first and third wall 20 and second and fourth walls 18. 
Element 10 is the removable stiffness panel. Bauemfreund et al. does not teach a flexible material 
attached over the bottom end of the box or the first and second closures. Stone teaches that it is known to 
provide a collapsible bin with a flexible ma'terial attached over the bottom end of the box. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
collapsible bin of Bauemfreund et al. with a flexible material over the bottom end of the box, as taught by 
Stone, in order to strengthen the bottom and hold the stiffness panel in place in a more secure manner. 

Sheng-Bin teaches that it is known to form a bin with first and second closures. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. with first and second closures of Sheng-Bin, in order to allow access 
to the cavity via the bottom of the bin. 

10. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfreund et al. (U.S. 
2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261) and Sheng-Bin (U.S. 6,920,993),.as applied to claim 15 
above, and fiuther in view of Thuma et al. (U.S. 6,588,620). The modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. 
discloses the claimed invention except for the wicker weave material. Thuma et al. teaches that it is 
known to form a bin from wicker weave material (see col. 1 lines 21-27). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified bin of 
Bauemfreund et al. made of wicker weave material, as taught by Thuma et al., in order to give the bin a 
decorative appearance. 

1 1 . Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauemfreund et al. (U.S. 
2,485,028) in view of Stone (U.S. 6,224,261), Shea (U.S. 5,638,979), Thuma et al. (U.S. 6,588,620) and 
Sheng-Bin (U.S. 6,920,993). Bauemfreund et al. does not teach a flexible material attached over the 
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bottom end of the box, the polymer extruded sheet, the wicker weave material or the first and second 
closures. 

Stone teaches that it is known to provide a collapsible bin with a flexible material attached over 
the bottom end of the box. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide the collapsible bin of Bauemfreund et al. with a flexible material over 
the bottom end of the box, as taught by Stone, in order to strengthen the bottom and hold the stiffness 
panel in place in a more secure manner. 

Thuma et al. teaches that it is known to form a bin from wicker weave material (see col. 1 lines 
21-27). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made of wicker weave material, as taught by 
Thuma et al., in order to give the bin a decorative appearance. 

Shea teaches that it is known to form a container from extruded polymer sheet material (see col. 3 
lines 37-57). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. made of extruded polymer sheet material, as 
taught by Shea, in order to give the bin the strength characteristic of such material. 

Sheng-Bin teaches that it is known to form a bin with first and second closures. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
modified bin of Bauemfreund et al. with first and second closures of Sheng-Bin, in order to allow access 
to the cavity via the bottom of the bin. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The prior art is cited for the collapsing feature. 
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13. THIS ACTION IS NON-FINAL. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Niki M. Eloshway whose telephone number is 571-272-4538. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Thursdays and Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. . y^fy 
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Examiner 
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